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Responsibility and authority of the pilot in command. 14 CFR 91.3 (July 11, 2025)
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Title 14 —Aeronautics and Space

Chapter I —Federal Aviation Administration, Department of Transportation
Subchapter F —Air Traffic and General Operating Rules
Part 91 —General Operating and Flight Rules

Subpart A —General
Source: Docket 18334, 54 FR 34292, Aug. 18, 1989, unless otherwise noted.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f) 40101 40103 40105, 40113, 40120, 44101, 44111, 44701, 44704, 44709, 44711, 44712, 44715,
44716, 44717, 44722, 46306, 46315, 46316, 46504, 46506-46507, 47122, 47508, 47528-47531, 47534; Pub. L. 114-190, 130

Stat. 615 (49 US.C. 44703 note) Sec. 828 of Pub. L. 11863, 138 Stat. 1330 49 U S.C. 44703 note) articles 12 and 29 of the
Convention on Tnternational Civil Aviation (61 Stat. 1180), (126 Stat. 11).

§ 91.3 Responsibility and authority of the pilot in command.

(a) The pilotin command of an aircraft is directly responsible for, and is the final authority as to, the operation
of that aircraft.

(b) In anin-flight emergency requiring immediate action, the pilot in command may deviate from any rule of
this part to the extent required to meet that emergency.

(c) Each pilotin command who deviates from a rule under paragraph (b) of this section shall, upon the
request of the Administrator, send a written report of that deviation to the Administrator.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 2120-0005)

14 CFR 91.3(c) (enhanced display) pagelof1


https://www.federalregister.gov/citation/54-FR-34292
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/106
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/40101
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/40103
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/40105
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/40113
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/40120
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44101
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44111
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44701
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44704
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44709
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44711
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44712
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44715
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44716
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44717
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44722
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/46306
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/46315
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/46316
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/46504
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/46506
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/47122
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/47508
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/47528
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/47534
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/plaw/114/public/190
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44703
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/plaw/118/public/63
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/49/44703

	Source:
	Authority:
	§ 91.3 Responsibility and authority of the pilot in command.

