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PILOT CHARGED WITH ACCIDENT 
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D£SCRIPTJOK OF ACCIDENT 

£Irle! n rraliv or clclonl. lnclud 1talem nt ol tt11ponaibiUty and �mmendat.lona for aetJon to prevent repetlllon) 

any persons were examined as to the reputation of the pilot for flying ability 
and habit . Th.eae all gr d that. h was known a. v r-1 careful, hodic 1 nd 
consci ntious pilot. He hnd de 10 pr vious fll hts to Prestwick nd d 960:J0 
hours of four engine time. He hnd been checked over the route from � henville to 
Pr stwick on 6/7/41. by Ralph C. Dodson, Chief Pilot for American Airlines. On 
2/10/41. he had been given an instrum'ni appro ch check at La Guardia by H.G. Robinson 
nnd received a grade of 91 out of a possible 100. • • - • 

Following th accident a flight was made at night ov r the ore in w 1cn the 
aircraft's first contact with obstruction occurred to d termine whether there was 
any possibility that the lighting arrangements were such that the pilot could h ve 
been confused and believed'that the runway was where he first hit wires. It was 
unanimously agreed that the l�ghts could not reasonably be so confll!led. 

Determination of the major cause of the accident is impossible because of the 
man,y facts which are undiscoverable. No person in the aircraft survi.ved the ere.sh. 
The aircr'lft was completely destroyed and the few remains of the instruments which 
were recovered including the altimeters were in such condition that they could not 
be tested. Thero would appear to be two possible alternatives for the major cause 
of the accident. One is instrument failure either of the vacuum system instruments 
or other instruments particularly the altimeters so that the pilot did not know and 
could not reasonably have known that the aircraft was so low. The other ossibi
lity is pilot error in permitting the aircraft to descend to an titud of approxi
mately thirty feet above sea level so far from the field. In either c se contribu-

• tin factors are the h avy rain ·shower ·which occurred just· at thE: tfine of the acci
dent which possibly limited forward visibility from the cockpit, and th British 
blackout regulations in accordance with which all lights in the tofflls of Ayr and 
Prestwick which otherwise might hove warned th pilot of his position were black 
out. 

It is r commended that: 

(1) Radio altim tars be installed in all Transport Airer ft. 
(2) Better means bti provided for lining up and approach to runey 11..-32 such 

as inst llation of the American type landing beam which it is under tood is now 
being installed at North Atlantic Division Stations. 

(3) Bett r lighting facilities be installed on runway 08-26 et Prestwick. 
(4) That red obstruction lights be properly placed on all obstructions ad

jacent to the field. 
(5) Studies be made to determine the adequacy 6.1d. efficiency of the cockpit 

lighting in C-54 Type aUcraft. 
(6) Additional escape hatches be placed in the tail of C-54 Type aircraft. 

In the e� nt the cargo door or regular door b comes jammed either 1n ditching or 
crash landing there is no other means of exit in the r ar s ction of the aircraft . 
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UBJiX:T a Report • Cl'Mla � 0-54 h• 171, 

TO t, a, ATC, 

1. n. nr.t oallaot hUldek n,tJls CGllb9l W wttla 0-'4 171 
- d 2lJ8 �I AUi �, 19441 wba th dNNft - 1ato till PNewtek 
approula OCllll'Ol UN. T..&.o • .a �urned ORr ....i f4 \bl auonft 
� frNtwiok appraeoJI OOll\rol an4 •� th1a u.. (21JI the au__,. -.rW 
1IOzkial C. • Oil 3105 IC amt ea,ne ap.witll the ....... that he ... a,ills al 
7000 ft, ..:W :sa- � at 214' Clfl' ml .... s.t h••t• wGlllt 
take OGIIUll1 ot Id.a. Ill •• gtnn an atn.r.ntw v •• • ..... st • 
.. l'l1'iDlf 1D po4 'f1a1b1lltT ant '°14 to nport JUG.JtC OIIII' Dw114ww. 
At 2U2 the a1J"ONft raport.ell 1111 wu tqill la ,.._,. 9flalMJI- • .._. 
tor w sbick hff. The NIU1ar 2130 A::n steo Bad 1111• 
bNailean w em 111 repq. At 2146 mf the a1taNt\ __.. 1w 1ta 14 
on .U....-.0 • Ital 4, ,, 71 s, 91 10, ll, 12 ant U ._.. Nlll ill �. 
t 21,:.! airaraft reported. pus� Ollff Du........... ., 2154 CIII 

be wu MDt tm ... ..,.. to� d 7000 ft a 1� PM•UI ONI" \he taa 
er 11?dch 1s lceated at Cm..�Dde,ll \he • • wt ot I,-alent. Al 

220J be - Nd itw 4, ,, 7, 8, 9, 101 ll1 12 14 • ta. tl stoe I 
IINedoan. t 208 • •kec! tor \be wtllsr - t.a COftm' 8' 
tt.4,zw9111. 'l'bl aJJ .... t.. - JlallNd to Ida ltf lllt• CenlJlt 1M at 221' 
Girl' be I'S� pu91JW 1" th8 tan ml'br. Ia --- \Ila � 
proom .. tile ltCltiiOIIIIJ -tha'• At 221, - teM to Nl)N'I .,._ 
hi PNttwllk _.,._ U.co .i 4000 ft. At 2218 the aiNNft Npcll'led 

tlplw 1D a ai.Cll'II IIDd aaked to ... ,1111 below ol.cliaM. Be - atwa tie 
a�� at tel4 to report � t Pree 1d.ak --- •t.attan 
4000 ft r. 1n don � ca tu Jc ot * race• , 2Zl6 QIII 
be - d 1tellll 71 S, 9 ud lO Cll! tbe Al.anCIO I lar1aA.-. • �
hf 1-,..,1• O'IV, -. na 1cm. w tGW to ... ....,.._. t•awt 
OIi ]as am at!l'f.a wha belCII c,Jcnl, ell Wll tJla r 4 I.II_. 
(14, -a). ., 22'6 a1ronft -- • wt. tile ., .... •an.- 1-\ 

reqwt -� 111•. Be ... ,o.14 he - , _ _, le lad at \o 
o1111ap to__,. fl� • - "- ttal.t. •t 2244 GIii a1Nntl 
raporte4 •onr 1!11DfJ9 Nliml1lls la\ --•-• At 22 a bearS.111 - tan 
OIi Ida anl at:«ot • al S°. rn'I'-- ·--·· - bNi-t baa .. air-
oftlft. d ,10 o -.otoe ae t..r l"Ncm•IIG'Y • he lnb � 
..e 111... ., 22s, 

, 

•11aei• 22D. tllt 2255 I a...td an,raaOldJ•... :., .._ 

#- ta. baltDII oataSdl ot 1.111 ftftlllt.NU f'. 1o5 w - lda .... Ida .... 
�sua ._1,1nt-111a111 ...... �tl-m .at_.� .-e, 

�IS):�� •1•ff11 tM .... u... IITlftlll 
bd a· :;.1a 'eeH,w 11cMe. _. nct1=c • tinct N:-....ca � 

tra • ,-1u. 111 •• ,1 1- tliUI i.. 1 n .._ '-· .w11a11 .. 
Jld''GN I ...W...,. � --�.i. '--' opuuor tat U. ail'Onft wu 

1cllf I _,.. a --• _ •••:111 -- • 
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R!:�� 1 ll • 
acathill � .... ol hi t-olW. t -au i rScJR. � 
•Ufll..., •JIQtlA!d. ........ n.re. � palled: 1n to jaat 
noU hi ,_ U.. ·"9u' ... ND\ lino • ricb' ... ad tUl'll 118 pu ... 

r the tao. Ill ,.. ... owr '- tteltl llitila ,_.. • ht4 bate 
•- boul• b PrNwt.k, emrHatelJ' _..Uni iato n.... 
o I fiell ldlltw ld8 J•PG• l9U' - -, OIi' ..._ 

ao 

Canwollff • .. 4urtac tbs. par1ol w P/0 • le ,1■ ... 
9'aff mtll 21111 i.. •.a. Polite, the Mln'1oul ottioer, 

ut&nt ccatJ'C>l.lel'. 
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. :·; . : '6th .;.ugu .... t, 1944. 
- 2 -

• 

Tim : 00.55 

:1.. ;or!; by Sgt. Tice, Airfield Controller on duty when Ce.;1•:
:•:. } ed on o.bove dlltoe 

. .  

• 1 .r; Hntohing nnd wuit.ing for Ce5l� 0.11d nbout 00.55 obr.u • :,1J. it 

' . 
• 

cl.ing v ry low croso tho golf course r.icJcing n rir.ht- .1'. '.;":."n to 
1�.'.·.: , •.:ith the o.irtiold lights, when, it �ppourod to me, h� ·/.::no) tho 
'. , .. ", .. • • .orio.ls, 11d then st rtcd to climb, he·uling nt1 icJ t ··o t'.: Control 
. ,. -..·. ;,:i it pe.coud th Tower it " s bnnJcinc to the right : . ci. �ld onJ.y 
1, ·:.-; , ' ·n .. bout :3<1 rt• n-bovc it - ho.d he been coming level o.. a. 1� 1 • tle 
l• ll)'..' ·, • ., ort wing would hnvc struck the T ere I notic <1 .• : board 
i -.. .. J:.' • :inc Ytn:J npnrking end spluttering . J.ot. He kept t 
ri-�--� . v: orr.:.ihc on ano h sos townrd:J Prcstv,ick_. 

(Signet!.) . ·rrCE, sm. 

• • .. ort by F/Lt. He c. F•\xtcr, Duty C ntrol Offic r, T.: •• c•., u1 the 
·:· ·J} of c.54 171 nt 22.55 z,; 27t ,·.u nt, 1941 ... 

• • :J ut Control Officer t •r .... c. duri t. ··• on 27th 
, ... . . . 

.... . 

r: ,. 1.'• 

I t·1 07.00 Zo on 28th i,U(,'U□t, 19J;li., Cnpt'\ii'i Butz, 
1'0 t' oruno period s /.ir . r-i.ffio Contr 1 Oi'i'ic , 

:.: J ,t .il:; of ct ion en c. 54 
� �n tic U.S. T.t. ,; l S• 

(Signe ) H. G. '.xTJ::R, F/IJ • 

. ' . . , •. •-·•""· 

.. ·c. 

. , olu1 Alexnnclor of Buty Cr(:w wno on duty nt t. c ·nooU.i•· .�; ,: .. on .,>� 
.:i . ronoh nnd in, f.\Y pinion he hnd ::truck ncmc of the •.. J'., , • ,olf 

I hc .... rd oane or,tclw nnd his l'll'.Vig'.ttion light:: o ut. 

- c 1 'J, on towo.rda rul1Nf\y t e. low .ltitutlc th n lirtc . ·., 'in nd 
v • • •. • o the right t ownrds Glenburn than crnshode i,s r ;--.x;,.:: � � i1 li • 1-;c; 

l1. :. n'..i'\ • :\nd bound:- ry lighto evo�rthing we.a in order. 

•. . . 

. . 
(Sif'1Cd) JOH!' '.LEY.J.NDER. 

Duty ere•,,. 

•·· . 
t 00.55 hours, J• : 1 xn.nrlur who w s n �t,- nt i'l0 ·,.· -)it, for 

1 re rtocl to ne tlmt t i r.'r\oliinu ha crno ed, l,1l.i;:' ,:. t .l u:; tc., 
i;1u ':i:.;. where crnah vio.s. ode to the oeonc . lY ::: :: rt d bt.-iok 
ti c n: • l ft'ioor. 

• ( Si ned) J. ?-'.iJIN •• 
Char• H 

' . • 

, '..: • 1 '<t cckin& wa.s stl\n di 
, . .-:� enc in on runwny then lift !• 

.. � '11.u· �hon crnoh de 

--
t r 

.. •:��.1 ·,.::·, -.:t. n 
0rc x·i ;h'!. '!.cv .;.:' 

. ,·-1 . . ... . . . .  . 

• 
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. 7 :- ;:.'_l}'lED 'l'RHE OOPI OF . ;.:IL'I"-IRN!' Elll'RES IN FLYING COhTRJ! J.£-

c • .54- 1 71 YTHY t Messhou-:& L· ex s • vJ lle c.rash�d 'in vL : . . :i ;y fJf' 
·c::.,.thfield. lnfor.ued s. s. ,4. , Jra.i;h . .  en�r, u, • Op3. , - i; •  26. , 

c . n. o . , F/C•  Ayr. , Prc:.i twick Police , A:Jr Fire ,£rigo.de , .• . : .• :.;. , 
stat ion Col!IOO.ndcr (W/cdr. Hal l.wn) • ;feather condit ion:; : . . - oz. 
< ..rE  29.64 ins . Vis . 2 mile,; . 6/1 0  1. ; 0001 • \7ind :::: .  1 • 

Duty Crfft/ atatc crash believed t o  ,_b• 1 in Hil,laidc Avonu : 1 • J.onburn, 
n d runways clear. 

• ;.dvioed Fl ·ing Control, 1 3  Group ot above do1;ailn. 

• Signal.D Of fleer .reports tha'.; as  far as , can be o.3c :..�L • i � - in 
rlcncss all . . ,�. F. and U. S . ac:::-:ials nrc in order - t 1 .-i::; oi ,uck 

n:i,d-, followin r..: rts thnt c. :: ·� 1 71 ppcnrud to 3t i · :: -,, . , object 
w . • •n crorJsioo COf!." '; in . ici:1:' �y of Rcdbroo nnd W :;tbui: . ...  

r.t :-..t f on police r :,ort t.\ _ _ .  c f' v,i ng of :✓c.  :md n >olc : •� .,. ·.:il'\: dcmn 
.-,nr 1lcdbrac. Infonncd u ,. :.,  ,, O s .  (Ext. 26 ) - J tc. jor C 1>(( {_ . 10t 

• • iJ. ql . Poli n:: oti;tte v, .i.>, O . St !\t ioo S;ic;n1,ls Off • J, ': , • 
: •.rbvshir� has been advi" 'Jd. InfoI'lJlcd T. • .. c. , Lt . p . :· •:;o - l'. S.  
, nt rol Of,'ic-,r t o  .'.'.dv:i. s J jor co:, ·, :Y• 

S , :,. , C . ( S/J.,dr. · D!'.rby '1i;-:-..i ) st t ea , .rd !.!".:.; be n pl.!.c.:oC:.  o:i ·, ,ing 
� " rt . found , 

S01 1ior �'l,y ill,!:: . C 'mt rol _Off:i.cer. 

.. -

R. i .. F. St .tion, 

Pr--:.:twick. 

oo. 55 hour:.. : o ·v the bov" ire ('t c .... shod in Hi ll..: .'. c1. , .'- nu , 
c;. ., •; : • ::: 1 ·en ., ,ick. 

' : 1 ' :- il'J:lI'aft i nd ;mdc n noni�l .. oh o th{.; fi 
ov ·i-- : 1G nng St, t ion o.t 4000 · ,n:.: • • truct d t o  ko 
tl c , • • Leg of tl r.: Rnngc and ndvioe whc:n elev: clo".ld 

c :· · . .  c1 fl'om thu .:j.rcl.'Jlfi ft.or cc: mci cing it� l.t - own l'.t 00.:i: .. , i.t 
·•: , �·ri:: . 0 . 51._ the .i�fiold Controller s tate t.h;1.t th . ,"'.king c-. 
v, ::..: • : c,, . �.:-,preach from n westerly dir<.: ct ion off tho - er. . . . .  ·t·:.. . � -:1: '  ft ·r 
�: .' . �. · ! ircrert !,ITT!l he rd to climb ut o 1... th · i 1 � .. a..: ··o:..• c .... " .: ;hin· � 
i. .  . -✓ • cinity .. of i !  tHicld one 

in 't s fnlliil&, r.': t he t ." mc o t th ,.,c t on li .. .  t .. 215 milu::: 
:t'. . : �>- int • ·sect ion of th rum, , s ,,ore .rl• · - ·: c :.: , • , -:-: . b-J 

Lt. o'.:..it :, , lJn�i CI\� Dut.y Cont roller - w w. � . ; '  ".r . .ling op Cur:'�- ... : •m·,cr 
• .:..: . :..:, · · rl iLt ire. ft w o letti down on Rl'J'lge Lo ru1 the; J.r, t:· .' .. :.rfi!Jld 
., -�.; ::, ,lJ r - Set , 7 . . c - in th · T :mr. ,.J l P,j,rficld service.� ,: ·:-o 
f- ·  t� :; ,_oning m:rnnJ lye 

her c nditi ?13 

. • 30 z. Q F E  
, .. _, . z. q, F. E 

• 

-. 1 1  t . 

29 . 64  
• 9 . 61 

9b crvnt ions . 

inches 6/1 0  1 000 1 2 
inchco 8/1 0 

2/1 0  
9 I 1¼ 
100 1 

• 
( Si : d) S.  . 1. KSOI , 

C F D  T 

:-
J.. 

9 __ 

miles 1 0 . i.p. • 
r:ii los £ ' ;.,  : --· • • 

F/0. 
Jr.D/ . . . . 

• 

• • 

• 
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