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COMPLEX ENDORSEMENT

FAR 61.31(e)
A complex airplane is one that has all of the following:
» Retractable landing gear (for landplanes)
» Movable flaps
» Controllable pitch propeller, including airplanes with
FADEC engine/propeller control systems


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FAR 61.31(f)
A high‑performance airplane is any airplane with an engine rated at more than 200 horsepower:
​Retractable landing gear (for landplanes)
Movable flaps
Controllable pitch propeller, including airplanes with FADEC engine/propeller control systems
A pilot must receive and log ground and flight training from an authorized instructor in a complex airplane or in a simulator/FTD representative of a complex airplane.
The pilot must then receive a one-time logbook endorsement from that instructor certifying proficiency to operate a complex airplane
This is a one-time endorsement; once issued, it does not expire, though a flight review or additional training may be needed to regain currency or competence in specific complex aircraft.


HIGH PERFORMANCE
ENDORSEMENT

FAR 61.31(f)
A high-performance airplane is any airplane with an
engine rated at more than 200 horsepower

» Receive and log dual with a CFl

» CFl must endorse

» Doesn’t expire

» Applies to all HP airplanes


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FAR 61.31(f)
A high‑performance airplane is any airplane with an engine rated at more than 200 horsepower
Receive and log dual with a CFI
CFI must endorse

Many airplanes like the one in our accident require both complex and high‑performance endorsements if they have more than 200 hp and also have retractable gear, flaps, and a controllable‑pitch propeller.​
The high‑performance endorsement is distinct from the high‑altitude endorsement, which is required for certain pressurized aircraft capable of operating above specified altitudes under 61.31(g)



HIGH ALTITUDE
ENDORSEMENT

FAR 61.31(g)

Requires specific ground training and a logbook
endorsement before acting as PIC of certain pressurized
airplanes capable of flying above 25,000 feet MSL.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
14 CFR 61.31(g) is the “high‑altitude endorsement” rule that requires specific ground training and a logbook endorsement before acting as PIC of certain pressurized airplanes capable of flying above 25,000 feet MSL.
Even if you don’t plan to fly that high.
�


IFR CURRENCY

FAR 61.57(c) Instrument Currency

Within the preceding 6 calendar months before an IFR flight, the
pilot must have performed and logged, in actual or simulated
Instrument conditions:

» S instrument approaches.

» H olding procedures and tasks.

» | ntercepting and

» Tracking courses through the use of navigation systems

(e.g., VOR, localizer, GPS).
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FAR 61.57(c) Instrument Currency
Within the preceding 6 calendar months before an IFR flight, the pilot must have performed and logged, in actual or simulated instrument conditions:​
--At least 6 instrument approaches.
--Holding procedures and tasks.
--Intercepting and tracking courses through the use of navigation systems (e.g., VOR, localizer, GPS).
These tasks may be done in an aircraft, an approved simulator, flight training device, or aviation training device, subject to the logging and approval rules in 61.57(c).�Acronym – SHIT (Schiff)



IFR CURRENCY

The 6-month “grace” period

There is an additional 6-calendar-month period during which the
pilot may regain currency by performing the missing
approaches/holding/intercept-track tasks:

» Can be done in an aircraft under VFR with a safety pilot, or
In an approved training device, as allowed by 61.57(c).
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Presentation Notes
The 6‑month “grace” period
If the pilot does not meet the above within 6 calendar months, there is an additional 6‑calendar‑month period during which the pilot may regain currency by performing the missing approaches/holding/intercept‑track tasks:​
These can be done in an aircraft under VFR with a safety pilot, or in an approved training device, as allowed by 61.57(c).
During this time, the pilot is not yet current to act as PIC under IFR, but may log the required tasks while operating under VFR (e.g., hood work with a safety pilot).​
If the pilot completes the required approaches, holding, and intercept/track items in this 6‑month window, IFR PIC currency is restored.
�


IFR CURRENCY

After 12 calendar months (initial 6 months plus the 6-month
grace period) since being current, pilot may not regain currency
by logging approaches and holds.

» Must complete an Instrument Proficiency Check (IPC).

» |IPC must be conducted by CFIl or DPE

» Must include Areas of Operation and Tasks specified in the
Instrument Rating ACS


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�If more than 12 calendar months have elapsed (initial 6 months plus the 6‑month grace period) since the pilot last met 61.57(c), the pilot may no longer regain currency just by logging approaches and holds.​
At this point, the pilot must complete an Instrument Proficiency Check (IPC) to regain IFR PIC currency.​
An IPC must be conducted by an authorized instructor (e.g., CFII) or examiner and must include at least the areas of operation and tasks specified for the instrument rating, as described in FAA guidance and the Instrument Rating ACS
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FLIGHT REVIEW G

FAR 61.56 - Flight Review

No person may act as PIC of an aircraft unless they have
completed a flight review within the preceding 24
calendar months.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FAR 61.56 - Flight Review

No person may act as PIC of an aircraft unless they have completed a flight review within the preceding 24 calendar months.
--A flight review is a required recurrent evaluation of a pilot’s knowledge and skills that must be completed every 24 calendar months to continue acting as PIC. It is defined in 14 CFR 61.56 as a minimum of one hour of ground training and one hour of flight training with an authorized instructor.
--The minimum is 1 hour of ground and 1 hour of flight, though instructors often take longer depending on pilot proficiency and complexity of operations.​
--A satisfactory flight review in any one aircraft category and class covers all categories and classes on that pilot’s certificate, although good practice is to review in the type the pilot actually flies.
--A pilot who has, within the previous 24 calendar months, passed a practical test or pilot proficiency check (e.g., rating add‑on, ATP, 121/135 line check) meeting 61.56(d) need not complete a separate flight review; that check resets the 24‑month clock.​
--Completion of qualifying phases of the FAA WINGS – Pilot Proficiency Program can also substitute for a flight review under 61.56(e), extending flight‑review currency when properly documented. You can now use THE SCHIFF SHOW to do this!�
��


FLIGHT REVIEW

FAR 61.56 - Flight Review

Utilize THE SCHIFF SHOW!



Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Present the completion certificate from each TSS Episode course (now three) to cover proof of time spent on knowledge.  The CFI can review this content during pre and post flight.  We will add instructions to the episode page under “Earn WINGS Credit / Flight Review" to explain this process.

Watch for more information about this in my emails. Subscribe to my emails by clicking the link on top of the www.TheSchiffShow.tv web page.


LANDING CURRENCY

FAR 61.57(a)&(b) Landing Currency

To carry passengers, in the last 90 days, you must have:
v 3TO/LDGS as sole manipulator of the controls.
v In same category and class (and type, if required)

v' Tailwheel must be to a full stop.


Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
FAR 61.57(a)-day & (b)-night  Landing Currency

To act as PIC of an airplane carrying passengers, a pilot must meet the “recent flight experience” landing requirements in 14 CFR 61.57(a) for day, and 61.57(b) for night, in addition to holding the appropriate certificate, medical, and a current flight review.​

Day passenger‑carrying currency
For operations when the night‑specific rule in 61.57(b) does not apply (i.e., outside 1 hour after sunset to 1 hour before sunrise), the pilot must have performed, within the preceding 90 days:​
-At least 3 takeoffs and 3 landings as sole manipulator of the controls.​
-In an aircraft of the same category and class (and type, if a type rating is required) as the airplane to be used.​
-Landings may be touch‑and‑go, except that if the airplane has a tailwheel, each landing used for currency must be to a full stop.​
These 3 landings may be done by day or at night; any qualifying landing counts toward the 61.57(a) 90‑day requirement.​

Night passenger‑carrying currency
To act as PIC of an airplane carrying passengers during the period beginning 1 hour after sunset and ending 1 hour before sunrise, a pilot must, within the preceding 90 days:​
-Have made at least 3 takeoffs and 3 landings to a full stop as sole manipulator of the controls.​
-In an airplane of the same category and class (and type, if required) as the airplane to be used.​
-Have completed those takeoffs and landings during that same window: 1 hour after sunset to 1 hour before sunrise.​
These night full‑stop landings simultaneously satisfy both the general 61.57(a) landing requirement and the additional 61.57(b) night requirement.​

Scope and important nuances
Several key nuances apply to these landing‑currency rules:​
-The rule now uses the word “persons” instead of “passengers,” but for a typical private pilot carrying passengers, the practical effect is unchanged; the change mainly affects instructional scenarios and is further addressed in 61.57(e).​
-The landings must be in the same category (e.g., airplane vs rotorcraft), class (e.g., single‑engine land vs multi‑engine land), and type if a type rating is required; currency in one combination does not make the pilot current in another.​
-These landing‑currency requirements are separate from, and in addition to, the flight review requirement of 61.56 and any instrument recency requirements under 61.57(c) when operating under IFR or in less than VFR weather.​
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